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THE ZUNIGA ,JOURNAL, TUCSON TO SANTA FE
The Opening of a Spanish Tnule Route, 1788-179.5

By
AT THE

GEORGE

P.

HAMMOND

very end of the eighteenth century, when the colo-

f-\. nial empire of Spain was tottering to its fall, the officials of New Spain inaugurated a movement to establish a
direct trade route between the province of Sonora and
Santa Fe, the capital of Ne1 ' Mexico. The object was to
open a route which would f: ;ilitate the exchange of goods
between these two province: to their mutual benefit, for it
would be much shorter thaI' the road by way of EI Paso, so
it was thought.'
The story of how this scheme was launched and developed is particularly interesting because of its novelty, very
little having hitherto appeared on the subject. Bancroft
merely says that "Lieutenant-colonel Jose Zuniga is said
to have explored, in 1794, a route from Sonora to New
Mexico, by way of Tucson and Zuni, but of particulars
nothing is known.'" As a matter of fact it was an important project, and received the attention of the viceroy and of
the commandant-general of the Interior Provinces, the official especially concerned, and others, and this at a time
when European affairs, notably the French Revolution,
were beginning to be felt in America.
The subject is likewise of interest because of the explorations carried on in eastern Arizona and western New
Mexico above the Gila, territory which till then had evidently not been reconnoitered by the Spaniards to any extent. And we must not overlook the fact that this proposed
1. Pedro de Nava to Conde del Campo de Alange, Chihuahua, July 9. 1795.
Archivo General de India., 103-5-11,
2. Bancroft, H. H., History of Arizona and New Mexico. 397, San Francisco,
1889.
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trade route lay right through the heart of the Apache country. What a problem that offered the Spaniards, for these
mountaineers had always been their enemy; and as for the
Apaches, what an opportunity for stealing cattle and horses,
and perchance for taking scalps!
There are very early references to such a route as here
mentioned. Father Eusebio Francisco Kino spoke about
establishing trade relations between New Mexico and
Sonora in his day and thought it feasible. He substantiated
his idea by noting that such a commerce had existed in the
past, before the Pueblo revolt of 1680 in New Mexico. In
fact he says that "the Spaniards of those provinces used to
come by way of Apacheria to these, our most remote Pimas
Sobaiporis, to barter hatchets, cloth, sackcloth, blankets,
chomite, knives, etc., for maize.""
In later times it is indicated that Juan Bautista de
Anza, then governor of New Mexico, made an expedition, toward the end of 1780, with the same object in view.'
Nothing came of it, however, and it was not till the latter
part of 1788 that the exploration was actually attempted
by another and from the opposite direction. On September
22 of that year Jacobo Ugarte y Loyola, commandant-general of the western division of the Provincias Internas, reported to the viceroy that a respectable detachment from
Sonora was about to reconnoiter the Sierra of the San
3. Bolton. Herbert E., Spanish E",p!oration in the Southwest. 453, New York,
1916; Kino's Historical Memoir of Pimeria Alta, I, 53, Cleveland, 1919.
4. Nava to Alange, op. cit., July 9, 1795. Governor Ansa left Santa Fe on November 9, 1780, accompanied by a large body of troops, settlers and Indian allies, and
the Chihuahua caravan. At a point half way between Albuquerque and El Paso, the
force under Ansa turned off to look for a route connecting with the Gila River. whence
he hoped to find another, communicating with the settlements of Sonora. Meanwhile,
two expeditions. one from Nueva VizcaY8 and one from Sonora. were sent north to
co-operate with him. The rough character of the Sierra of Las Mimbres and Mogollon, however, forced Ansa to turn south to find water. The three parties did not
make a junction and Ansa finally came out on the Camino Real, which connected
the above two provinces, somewhat east of the Presidio of Las Nutrias. From here
they followed the road to Arispe, arriving there on the eighteenth of December, 1780.This information was supplied by Dr. Alfred B. Thomas, of the University of Oklahoma. who is preparing a study of Ansa's administration.
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Francisco river, and also the Sierra de Mogollon. Don
Manuel de Echeagaray, captain of the presidio of Santa
Cruz," commanded the force. It consisted of 280 "leather
jackets," recruited on the Sonora frontier, at Bacoachi,
Bavispe, Buenavista, some of the troops being 6patas and
Pimas, and of 120 men from the presidios of Janos and San
Buenaventura.'
The other officers included the following: Ensign Don
Nicolas Leiva, from the presidio of Altar; Lieutenant Don
Manuel de Albizu, from that of Pitic; Lieutenant Don
Manuel Carrazco, from San Buenaventura; Sergeant Marcial Grijalva, from Bacoachi. The chaplain of the presidio
of Altar, Fray Enrriquez Cenizo, accompanied the expedition on the entire trip.'
These various companies were to unite at some point
along the Gila river, whereupon scouting parties would be
sent out to reconnoiter the Sierras of San Francisco and
Mogollon, though Echeagaray was left free to act as circumstances might dictate. The expedition had supplies to
last sixty or seventy days, according to Loyola."
The Echeagaray expedition took place during October
and November of 1788. All attempts to locate the journal
which he kept and which he frequently refers to in his re5. Jacobo Ugarte y Loyola to Don Manuel Antonio FI6rel'~. San Bartholome,
September 22, 1788. Archivo General, Mexico, Provincius In[,ernas, Torno 128. All
the documents cited in the following pages will he from the Archivo General of
Mexico unless otherwise noted.
6. The Santa Cruz here referred to was in the San Pedro Valley, about fifteen
or twenty miles on the Arizona side of the international boundary line of today.
7. Loyola to Florez. op cit., September 22, 1788. Bancroft notes that as part of
the general reorganization carried out on the northern border since the establish..
ment of the Provincias Internas as a separate jurisdiction (1776), "an 6pata company was organized, with headquarters at Bacoachi. It was officered. in part. by
Spaniards, consisted of eighty-five men. and rendered excellent service for many
years." This was in 1784. History of the North Mexican States, 681, San Francisco,
1884.
8. Manuel de Echeagaray to Jacobo Ugarte y Loyola, San Bernardino, November 27, 1788. Provincias Internas, Torno 128.
9. Loyola to Florez, op cit., September 22, 1788. I am deeply ohligated to Mr.
Lansing B. Bloom, editor of the REVIEW, for digging up these letters this fall, during
his stay in Mexico City.
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ports, have been unavailing, but I have several fairly detailed letters from Echeagaray to his superiors which indicate what transpired on the journey. The following summary is taken from these advance reports.
Captain Echeagaray's first letter, sent from San Marcial on October 4,'° showed that on the first of that month,
he had fought a battle with the Apaches in the "Sierra de
la Florida," possibly the modern Santa Teresa or Pinalefio
Mountains,ll and that on the same day, two of his Apache
guides, Xavier and Carlos, fled. He also related how the
Indians were planning an attack on Altar or Cienega, and
how, for that purpose, they were going to leave their families in the Santa Rita Mountains, This was dire news, in
view of the absence of so many troops, and the report was
carried by fast messenger to Bacoachi, seventy-five leagues
from San Marcial, in thirty-six hours, and to Arispe the following day. Here Anza took prompt measures to frustrate'
the plots of the Apaches. The presidial officers were cautioned to be on their guard and also to send scouting parties
into the Santa Ritas to forestall possible Indian attacks."'
Two weeks later, i. e" October 20, we again learn of
the whereabouts of the troops. They were on the Gila,
which they had reached two days previous. During this
time they had seized a few Indians at the Gila "toward the
Sierra 'del Potrero de Bernave,'''" and later a number of
Apaches surrendered themselves to the Spaniards, notably
Compa and Chacho, and joined them in chasing their erstwhile friends, who were still roaming the inhospitable
mountain and desert fastnesses. It was obviously better to
be among those doing the chasing and shooting than to be
10. Manuel de Echeagaray to Antonio Denojiant, Camp of San Marcial, October 4, 1788. Provincias Internas, Torno 128.
11. See Bolton's map· in Kino's HistoriCal Memoir, II, 235. Cf. also note 49
below.
12. Juan Bautista de Ansa to Loyola, Arispe, October 13, 1788. Provincias Interna8, Tomo 128.
13. Letter of Manuel de Ecbeagaray, Camp at the Gila, October 20, 1788.
Provincias Internas, Torno 128.
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chased and shot at. These new friends then led Echeagaray
over "hot" trails to the enemy rancherias with the result
that the Apaches lost forty-one persons. This was up the
Gila "toward Santa Lucia."
On October 17, Lieutenant Don Narciso Tapia arrived
at the camp on the Gila with Division 2, composed of 151
men. The cavalry he brought were in poor condition and
supplies were already running low, wherefore Lieutenant
Don Manuel de Albizu was sent to Fronteras with most of
the prisoners."
When Juan Bautista de Anza, the military-commandant, received the news of the Apache defection to the Spanish causes, he at once notified Echeagaray of an official order
that no leader of a detachment had the right to make such
favorable terms with the enemy as he had done. He must
fight and kill or seize as many as possible, or the Indians
might surrender as prisoners of war, but he had no right
to enlist the enemy as members of his own army.'· He sent
a copy of this admonition to his superior, Loyola, and received a mild rebuke in return. Loyola complimented Anza
for his zeal, but reminded him that Echeagaray's scouts
were doing splendid work in locating the enemy rancherias.
He also noted that Compa, one of the friendly scouts, and
others, were friends or relatives of the Chiricahuas and to
offend them would not be expedient. He must especially
be tactful in dealing with them, heed his "choice of words,"
be careful and considerate in his treatment of them, and see
to it that every promise made was scrupulously fulfilled. In
short, Loyola required that the rules be forgotten and that
Echeagaray use his own judgment in prosecuting the campaign.Ie
Late in October, began the serious task of finding a
suitable route through the mountains from Arizona to New
Mexico. The troops left the "Casita de Gila" on October
14.
16.
16.

Ibid.
Ansa to Echeagaray, Arispe, October 27, 1788, in ibid.
Loyola to Ansa. December 2. 1788, in ibid.
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23/ and pushed on to reconnoiter the Mogollon and the
Sierra de San Francisco. The captives which they took between the twenty-third and twenty-fifth reported there
were no enemies in the Sierra de Mogollon, and Echeagaray
believed that his reconnaissances in the canyons verified
their statements. As to the Sierra de San Francisco, they
reconnoitered it "from east to west and from south to
north," says the report, until they arrived at the plains that
would lead them to New Mexico.'8 On the return they went
from "north to south by a different road," and on this trip
discovered the pass leading to the pueblo of Zuni. By this
time the horses were giving out, and as the troops were encumbered with some fifty-odd prisoners, they decided to return to the Gila, which they did, hoping then to make a new
attempt to reach Zuni. But at the Gila they received reports of a rancheria in the "Sierra de Cobre,"'" so they went
there instead and fought an engagement with the enemy
on November 9, in which several Apaches were captured
and killed.
After this victory the forces again went back to the
Gila, determined to make the crossing to Zuni. But the
troops were destitute; some had not even a day's provisions
left. This necessitated a change of plans, and Captain
Echeagaray therefore proceeded to Pitic, Altar, and Buenavista with sixty-six prisoners, while Lieutenant Don Manuel
de Albizu, with 130 men, was sent down the Gila on a reconnaissance. He left November 13, and on the fifteenth attacked the enemy, killing one warrior and taking sixteen
captives.''" Meanwhile Ensign Don Nicolas Leiva, setting
7

17. The "Casita de Gila" was doubtless one of the ruins of which there were
many in the Gila Valley. Cf. the description of American visitors in this region,. in
Emory. W. R .. Notes of a Military Reconnoissnnce• . . . Washington, 1848, under the
entries beginning October 22, p. 63.
18. Echeagaray to Ansa, San Bernardino, November 19, 1788. Provincial< Internas, Torno 128.
19. This was probably in the vicinity of the Santa Rita copper mines.
20. The results of Albizu's exploration are given in Echeagaray's letter to Ansa.
Ssn Bernardino, November 21. 1788. Provincias Internas. Torno 128. Just above it
is reported by Echeagaray that Albizu went to Fronteras with prisoners. Apparently
that is an error.
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out from San Simon with a smaller force of 58 men, explored
the Chiricahua Mountains, but he found no trace of hostile
Apaches. This information is contained in a letter of
Echeagaray to Anza, written on November 19, 1788, at San
Bernardino. 21
When Juan Bautista de Anza received these reports he
was very enthusiastic over the repeated blows given the
enemy and over the faithfulness and constancy of the
Apaches, especially of those who had come over to Echeagaray during the campaign. Above all, the fact that the
expedition had succeeded in the major part of its objective,
namely, in finding the pass to New Mexico, even though they
had not reached its settlements, pleased the commandant.
But he insisted that there must be other expeditions like
Echeagaray's, for then the barbarians would soon be overcome.""
The immediate and tangible fruits of the expedition
were 54 dead, of whom perhaps 25 were braves, 125 prisoners, the enlistment of 55 of the enemy as friends and alliesa total of 234, and the recapture of 61 mounts. This was
considered very good, and the results would, perhaps, have
been greater, said Viceroy Revilla Gigedo, if the lack of supplies and animals had not been so serious.""
The following chart of the results of the expedition was
compiled by Echeagaray at San Bernardino on November
19, 1788. The chart does not include the 55 Apaches who
voluntarily went over to Echeagaray during the campaign,
some of whom served very effectively as scouts. Nor does
it include the "foreign" horses captured-these they gave
21. Echeagaray to Ansa, op cit., November 19, 1788. San Bernardino is just
below the southeast corner of the Arizona line.
22. Ansa to Loyola, Arispe, November 24, 1788. Provincia. Interna., Tomo 128.
That Loyola was much pleased is evident from his reply to Ansa, San Bartolome
December 12, 1788, for he said he was recommending a lieutenant-colonelcy for
Echeagaray.
23. Loyola to Ansa, op cit., December 12, 1788; and the viceroy to Loyola, Mexico, January 14, 1789. Both are in Provincia. Internas, Tomo 128.
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to the Apache allies-nor the results of Lieutenant Albizu's
expedition down the Gila:'

Chart of Echeagaray's Expedition, 1788
Date

Oct.

"
"
"
"
"
"

1,
8,
14,
15,
16,
17,
23,
25,
26,
27,

28,
29,
29,
30,
Nov. 9,

"
"
"
"

Stopping Places

in La Florida ----------in the Slopes of Bernave __
South of the Mogollon ____
in Canyon of Santa Teresa
in EI Picacho ----------in San Victor ----------in the Arroyo del Picacho _
in Canyon of the Junction
of San Francisco -------In Deep Canyon _________
in Sierra de San Francisco,
at the River _____________
in the same Sierra ________
in the Valley of Victoria __
in Valley of Quegoca _____
in Los Pinones ---------in the Sierra del Cobre ___

Others
Warriors
Dead Alive Dead Alive

1

6
8
7

18
3

23
8

6

2
4
22
2
6

1
3
20
26
3
16

28

107

160

1
1
1
3
4

2
1
1
1

11

5
1

3
1

4

Total ___________________ 21

4

Total Mounts

7
4
25
1
6
9
8

1

5

6
4
19

1
1

10
10
7

29

During the next few years the officials in Arispe and
Mexico City often pushed new plans for the opening of the
western route to Santa Fe. A favorable opportunity came
in 1790, when both New Mexico and Sonora were in a
tranquil state. Loyola urged Brigadier General Don
Enrique de Grimarest, who had replaced Anza as militarycommandant, to take the necessary steps for sending Echeagaray out to complete the task.'" Loyola thought that the
Indians were then unsuspicious and would be completely deceived by such an expedition at that particular time and he
24. Echeagaray to Ansa, in ibid.
25. Loyola to Viceroy Revilla Gigedo, Hacienda de Ia Noria, September 14, 1790.
Arch. Gen., Mexico, HiBtoria, Tomo 62.
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urged Grimarest to consult with Echeagaray in every detail
concerning the organization of the force.
The viceroy approved the project at once, but owing to
the intercession of Grimarest in his own behalf, yielded to
the latter's "solicitude" and ordered that he be given the
command in place of Echeagaray.27 Following this change,
steps were taken to assemble the soldiers for the march.
On January 15, 1791, Pedro de Nava, commandant of the
western division of the Provincias Internas, informed
Grimarest that he would tend to that matter; but owing to
delays in his itinerary in Coahuila,28 he did not finally act
till March 20, 1791, when he required Don Antonio de
Cordero, the military-commandant of New Vizcaya, to have
one hundred men from his province at Janos by May 1,1791,
together with the proper officers, sufficient ammunition, and
with five strong horses per man. To this force he was to
add other troops from Sonora, as deemed necessary.'" That
this order was much belated seems obvious.
Then in a twinkling everything seemed to happen. The
opportune moment, i. e., before the coming of the hot
season, passed; the troops were not recruited for lack of
time:" And on April 11, 1791, Grimarest informed the
viceroy that New Vizcaya was in a critical situation. Everywhere the Apaches attacked in growing numbers, even invading the interior parts of the province. He therefore
gave up the exp~dition to New Mexico, for "we must think
only of devising adequate means to punish thoroughly the
enemy, and we must carry our arms to the lands from which
they come."" The viceroy approved this change on May 25,
1791."2
2

'

26.

Loyola to Henrique de Grimarest, Hacienda de la Noria, September 14, 1790.

in ibid.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.

The viceroy to Loyola, Mexico, October 12, 1790, in ibid.
Pedro de Nava to the viceroy, Chihuahua, January 2:0. 1792, in ihid.

Pedro de Nava to Henrique de Grimarest, Saltillo, March 20, 1791, in ibid.
Grimarest to Nava, Arispe. April 11, 1791, in ibid.
Grimarest to the viceroy, Arispe, April 11. 1791, in ibid.
The viceroy to the intendant of Sonora, Mexico, May 25, 1791, in ibid.
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The postponement of Grimarest's expedition, just
noted, proved to be for three years, during which time
trouble with the Apaches was incessant. In 1795, at length,
the project was carried through. On February 9 of that
year, Echeagaray, who had not given up hope of being the
one definitely to explore the new trade route, took the initiative and suggested to Pedro de Nava that the time was ripe
for sending a force through to New Mexico. Nava approved the proposal, but indicated that in view of Echeagaray's office (he was now military-commandant) he could
not lead the soldiers, but should name another in whom he
had full confidence. The man whom Echeagaray chose was
the captain of the presidio of Tucson, Don Jose de Zuniga,
who was fully instructed as to the objects of his exploration.ll:J
The troops given Zuniga consisted of 140 soldiers and 8
Apache scouts from Bacoachi. They were supplied with
provisions for fifty days. Each man had three mounts and
some had, in addition, a saddle mule:'
Zuniga was instructed to reach the western pueblos of
New Mexico "by the pass in the San Francisco Mountains."
This was his prime object. Starting from the abandoned
presidio of Santa Cruz, he was to take the most direct route
to the "ermita" of the Gila, and from there by El Picacho
and the Valle de Los Angeles "enter by the western end of
the Mogollon to the Rio de San Francisco," from where he
was to traverse the pass in the San Francisco Mountain,
following Echeagaray's route of 1788.""
Pedro de Nava urged a more direct route. In his
opinion the Echeagaray course would be too far away from
Santa Fe, in fact, several hundred miles west of it, and
33. For this information, see Manuel de Echeagaray t,o Jose de Zuniga, Arispe.
March 31. 1795 (A. G. I., 103-5-11) and Pedro de Nava to Conde del Campo de Alange,
op cit.• July 9, 1795.
34. Echeagaray to Zuniga. op. cit.. Marc.h 31, 1795.
35. Ibid., and Nava to Alange, op. cit .. July 9, 1795.
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would only lead to the Hopi country or to Zuni,3' His advice
fell on fruitless soil.
Notwithstanding the fact that the trade route was
most important, Zuniga was ordered to be diligent in punishing the Apaches, both going and coming. Special scouts
were to be made whenever possible, and all Indian tracks
followed up. Echeagaray was very explicit in this matter,
realizing, of course, that no trade route could exist with
numerous hostile Apaches infesting its borders."7
The return was to be by the most direct route where
water was available. The line of march was to be marked
by chopping off branches from the trees or by driving stakes
into the ground as signs, and the fullest report possible was
to be kept of everything concerning the new route.
Captain Zuniga was fortunate in having eight Apache
scouts, two of whom knew the country well. One called
Stosti, or Stoci, had been as far as the New Mexico country."
The campaign began at Tucson on April 9, 1795, and
lasted till May 29, when it was reached again.·· The troops
followed approximately the route of the Southern Pacific
Railway of today east from Tucson, and crossed the San
Pedro river north of Benson. As they went eastward, they
probably passed through the Little Dragoon Mountains, and
farther on through Railroad Pass, as it is now called, north
of, the Dos Cabezas Mountains. From here they crossed the
San Simon Valley and struck the Gila, possibly near the
Arizona-New Mexico line. A good deal of reconnoitering
followed from this time on, but they continued in a general
northerly direction to the San Francisco river, scouting the
Mogollon Range to the east and also the "Sierra del Telar,"
or San Francisco Mountains, to the west of the river. Here
they found a pass and made their way northward to Zuni,
which they reached on May 1. At the pueblo they met a
36.
37.
38.
39.

Nava to the viceroy, Chihuahua, January 20, 1792. Historia, Torno 62.
Echeagaray to Zuniga, op cit., 19Iarch 31, 1795.
Ibid.
The journal, translated below, is found in A. G. I .. 103-5-11.
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Franciscan friar, whose name is not mentioned, but who
courteously offered Zuniga couriers, by whom he sent a message to the governor of New Mexico, asking for two scouts
to accompany the expedition on its return. The Franciscan
assured them they should have a reply in six days, but as
this failed Zuniga began the return march on May 7, proceeding but slowly at first, so that the governor's couriers
might still overtake him. The expedition was divided, in
order that two explorations might be made, all reuniting
again at the San Francisco River. At various times the
Apaches came near, and, in one instance, wounded fourteen
horses. At another time their warning smoke signals were
seen rising from the mountain tops.
Captain Zuiiiga was now worried, since he had not done
any special damage to the Apaches and the campaign was
drawing to a close. Accordingly he sent our further scouting parties and proceeded toward the Gila, which they
crossed on May 22, and the next day the ensign, Don
Marcial, met the main party at "La Ch~naga Salada," in the
San Simon Valley, south of Solomonsville twenty-five or
thirty miles. Don Marcial had been to the Rio de la Sangre
de Christo, doubtless north of the Gila. Captain Zuniga
now sent him to investigate the Dos Cabezas and Chiricahua
Ranges for hostile Apaches, while Don Manuel de Arbizu
was sent to look for some stray horses. Both were equally
unsuccessful, whereupon the expedition broke up. Zuniga,
with his troops went to Tucson, which he reached on May
29. The Bacoachi and Fronteras troops left at the San
Pedro on May 27, and· the next day the Tubac soldiers departed for their presidio.
Captain Zuniga appears to have been unhappy over the
results of his expedition, only one warrior and four others
having been killed and five Apaches made prisoners.'" The
fact that he had not received more information about the
new trade route he attributed in part to the situation at
40. This information regarding the prisoner is given by Nava in letter to Conde
del Campo de Alange, op.. cit;., July 9, 1795. The rest of the summary is from
Zuniga"s journal.
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Zuni, for the Franciscan friar had only recently arrived
there and the alcalde could not provide the explanations desired. Zuniga was especially grieved because he had not
found the Apache chief, Esquigoca, or Quegoca, for whom
they had made a special search.
The reaction of the authorities in Sonora is indicated
in a letter of Pedro de Nava, the commandant of the western
Provincias Internas, when he urged that the exploration be
repeated in order that the route might be well identified.
That would make it safer for the pack trains to go from one
province to the other. A pack train could reach Zuni in
twenty-two days, he noted, and in fourteen more could be
in Santa Fe." His hopes failed of realization with the
crumbling of the government of Mexico, incident to the
revolutionary disturbances which were ushered in just after
1800. A translation of Jose de Zuniga's journal follows.
JOURNAL AND REPORT OF THE FORCE OF A
CERTAIN EXPEDITION
Tupson, May 29, 1795

Report which sets forth the forces of the expedition
described in this journaL"
Companies

Captains Ensigns Sergeanta Corporals Carabineer Soldiers

Fronteras
Santa Cruz
Tupson
1
Altar
Bacuachi
Tubac
Apache Scouts_
Total

1

1
1
1
1

1
2
1
2

21
16
16
21
25
26

25
20
21
25
26
26
8

1

6

6

125

151

1

4

Total

2
1
2
1

List of the commissioned officers and the sergeant who
took part in the said expedition:
Captain Don Jose de Zuniga.
Adjutant, Ensign Don Antonio Narbona.'"
41.

For these hopes, see Nava to Alange, op. cii., July 9, 1795.
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Ensign Don Manuel Grijalva.
Ensign Don Juan Felipe Belderrain.
Ensign Don Manuel de Arbizu.
Sergeant Juan Martinez.
April 9, 1795-1 set out on my march with the troops of
this company for the abandoned presidio of Santa Cruz,
and halted at the Cienaga of the Pimas:'
April lo---,At break of day we began the march and
arrived at the above-mentioned place of Santa Cruz, where
I met the divisions of my expedition, their commanders informing me that nothing unusual had occurred.'"
April ll-The appointment of the force of the fatigueparty was made and fifty-one men remained with the main
body,"
April 12-Leaving an order that they should follow
with the main body three days after my departure for La
Cienaga de Santa Eulalia, I began my march with one hundred men at ten o'clock in the morning, and in the afternoon I called a halt atLas Bolas de la Pefiazcosa."
April 13-At dawn, I continued the march and spent
the night at Santa Teresa Springs, having in this and the
42. The following translation is based on the manuscript copy of the journal in
the Archivo General de Indias, 103-5-11. It may also be found, in printed form, in
Aurora. Peri6dico Cientifico y Militar. Num. 1, Torno 1, Mexico, 1835, PP. 269-278,
under the title: "Espedicion de Nuevo Mexico a Sonora. Diario que form6 el
capitan D. Jose de Zuniga. en 18 espedicion destinada al reconocimiento, Bpertura y
perfeccion del camino del Nueva Mexico, para abrir el comercio con la provincia de
Sonora." Some explanatory notes were added by the editor of that magazine. Cf.
Wagner, H. R. The Spanish Southwest, 1542-1794, p. 274, Berkeley, 1924.
43. The term ensign was used to denote the lowest commissioned officer.
44. This was near the modern Pantano. The word cienaga means a marshy
place.
45. The Santa Cruz here referred to was in the San Pedro Valley, possibly in the
vicinity of Benson.
46. The fatigue party seems to have been the scouting force.
47. Literally, the mountainous rocks. This was in a canyon east or northeast
of Benson.
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past day inspected La Peiiazcosa, Cabezas, and the Playa of
the Pimas. 4•
April14-I sent the infantry to investigate La Florida'·
and in the evening of the same day, they united with the
camp in Quilcho Pass without finding any tracks.
April i5-At dawn, the march continued.
They
crossed the Cienaga Salada and pitched camp at its
borders."·
April i6-In the morning, they crossed the Gila River
and the reconnoitering troops and eight Apache scouts proceeded to examine the bad lands through Chibato Pass, and
not encountering any tracks, they passed the night in the
abov.,e-mentioned pass.
April 17-At daybreak, the infantry proceeded through
the bad lands and about ten o'clock in the morning, reunited
with our troop. I directed that forty men should follow
some tracks while I remained under cover.
April i8-About four in the afternoon, the infantry
returned. They informed me that they had followed the
tracks and that at a distance of about three leagues they had
found the rancheria, which was deserted because they had
been heard.
April i9-Upon day breaking, I continued up an
arroyo. Although it seemed to us, at first, that the outlets
of this creek were toward the river we had crossed, we were
undeceived later, and as this arroyo was unknown to us we
named it La Casa del Arroyo de los Tres Alamos."' Here we
ran across the tracks of some hunters and, while I remained
with the cavalry, the infantry went on and at a distance of
48. They had apparently reached the Pinalefio Mountains. The Playa of the
Plmas was in the region between the Dragoons and the Ohiricahuas. These playas
were basin shaped areas that received the drainage from the surrounding country.
49. Bolton suggests. with a question mark, that La Florida might have been identical with the Santa Teresa Mountains, north of the Pinalefios. If so, I am inclined
to think the term covered the latter as well. Of.Kino's Historical Memoir, II, 235.
50. The Oienaga Salada was the San Simon Valley.
5!. Literally. the house by the creek of the three poplars.
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about two leagues, captured a woman and two boys. The
Apache scouts continued forward with the oldest boy.
Night fell upon the troops and while filing through a narrow
place the Indians began to shriek at them from the woods
because they had killed their captives. After repulsing the
enemy, they returned to the camp without further disturbance, informing me that they surely must have wounded
some of the hostile Indians.
April 2o-As the enemy was heard in this direction I
crossed over to the east, guided bythe Apache, Stoci.52 We
rested at the mouth of the canyon where they killed the animals of Lieutenant Colonel Don Joseph Saenz Rico, and continuing on we spent the night at the river of San Juan Nepomuceno~53

April 21-The reconnoitering troops continued investigating. After resting at EI Alamo, I spent the night in a
cienaga, which is in the Sierra de Los Ayudantes.
April 22-Having united with the infantry, I reached
the main body at the side of Santa Leogarda54 about eleven
in toe morning. The officer reported concerning his charge,
that nothing of importance had happened, except that he
had left three animals on the march, two worn out and one
which went astray with a halter.
April 23-The .men of the fatigue party were named.
Ensign Don Manuel de Arbizu remained in charge of the
main body, with forty-six soldiers, with orders that eight
days after my departure, they should approach the slopes
of the San Francisco River, and establish the main body
where Lieutenant Colonel Don Manuel de Echeagaray made
the crossing to the Valle de.la Victoria.
April 24-Having determined upon the departure, it
was postponed another day because the troops and the
52. Written Stoti in the Aurora. _Op. cit., 271.
53. This was another name for the San Francisco River. See Echeagaray letter,
San Marcial, October 4, 1788. Provincia. [nterna., Torno 128.
54. Spelled Lugarda in the Aurora. Op. cit., 272.
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Apaches were fixing their shoes. The companies passed in
review and remained ready.
April 25-At sunrise, I directed myself to the Mogollon
with one hundred and nineteen men, and rested at Los
Janeros. The reconnoitering troops continued their investigations and at nightfall, united with the camp at the San
Francisco River at the site of EI Lucero.
April 26-Directing the reconnoitering to the north of
the Mogollon in order that they should go by EI Telar." I
proceeded with the rest of the cavalry troop and spent the
night at the exit of the canyon of Jucaros.
April 27-About nine o'clock in the morning, I continued my march with orders that they should follow some
tracks about four days old. Resting before the valley of La
Laborcita, the reconnoitering troops joined me, advising me
that they found only one rancheria, which had been abandoned approximately four days. In the afternoon, about
two-thirty, we began scouting the New Mexico road and,
passing over the peak of the Sierra del Telar toward the
north, we climbed a hill in the direction of the north-northwest. Upon descending we found that the pass opens
through a sierra of pines and in the same direction there is
a beaten path. At sundown, we pitched camp at the mouth
of a canyon on a stream which runs from north to south.
It was named San Atanasio.""
April 28-At sunrise, the march continued through the
canyon toward the north. The opening is about a quarter of
a league away. Veering off to the north-northwest some
permanent lakes are found, for so they appeared, and crossing to the north we walked at a good pace over various hills
covered with pines. At a distance of about five leagues we
passed by a little ch~naga of water, and going a fourth of a
55. El Telar is identical with the Sierra de San Francisco. See below, entry under
May 29.
56. It was a branch of the San Francisco River.
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league, we discovered some very beautiful plains. Descending a hill and going toward the left of a sink we found some
small pools, but continuing to the north there are others
which are better. These we named San Vidal. Here we
passed the night.
April 29-At sunrise, I began my march to the north.
Traveling over some plains, we crossed, at a distance of
about three leagues, some bad country, and going toward
the north-northeast about three leagues more, we entered
another canyon which appears narrower but which is wide.
Stumbling upon a very large rock we turned to the left to
look for a path which leads to a hill where a pool is found
which is sufficient for infantry.. It was named San Pedro
Alcantara. We proceeded in the same direction about five
leagues more when [the road] closing up toward the north,
we descended to some very beautiful salines with tracks and
paths leading off in vario~s directions. We spent the night
here.
April 30-At break of day, we continued the march
toward the north over a beaten track, and at about a
league's distance we entered a canyon toward the east,
where we discovered a pool of water. We crossed a mesa
and, reconnoitering toward the north, we climbed a rather
long and rocky hill. At the end of it we returned to the
north-northeast, going about four leagues at a good pace,
and crossed a deep and rocky creek. After continuing a
short distance, we found that we were going along without
following a road and, after various roundabout courses
we found some sinks containing rain water, which was
barely enough for the men. We continued through a region
of red earth, and at sunset discovered a pool of water and
indications that some one had been cutting wood. We spent
the night here, having gone on this day from sixteen to seventeen leagues.
May l-Having noted the beaten path of the canyon, I
sent Ensign Don Antonio Narbona aheaet:mth'a-3mall::parly
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in order not to frighten the people of the pueblo. I followed
with the rest of the troops. About two leagues to the north
we crossed some hills and discovered the pueblo to the northnortheast, where we encountered a religious, a Franciscan,
who informed us that he was the minister of the aforementioned pueblo of Our Lady of Guadalupe of Zuni, and
that its inhabitants were Indians with the exception of the
alcalde. As he offered me couriers I wrote to the governor
of that province, asking him if he would be pleased to give
me two experienced men who should be familiar with our
road and serve as guides for the pack trains who wished to
open up commerce with that province of Sonora. Informed
by the above-mentioned priest that within six days he would
have a reply, I decided to wait during this time, and advised
the said gentleman accordingly.
We mistook the road from the salines to the pueblo and
although it was good walking there was great dearth of
water. The alcalde remained to show us, on the return,
where the road for the beasts of burden crosses to the aforementioned salines.
May 1-6-In the above-said pueblo without any new
occurrence; well taken care of by the priest, and very well
watched over by the Indians.
May 7-Seeing that the couriers did not return and
·that the cavalcade was delayed, due to the fact that it had
snowed for two days, I began the return by the above-described road. We traveled about four leagues in a southwesterly direction and pitched camp in an abandoned
pueblo, known as EI Agua Caliente of the old pueblo of Zuni.
Here we spent the night.
May 8-At sunrise I continued the march toward the
south and at about four leagues' distance we halted in a
rocky creek which runs from south to north. Here we
found a pool with plenty of water for passing the night.
May 9-At dawn, I continued toward the south, and
after walking a short distance we entered a small canyon to
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the left, where there is permanent water-there is none in
the interior. At a distance of about three leagues of good
road there is sufficient water and another pool. Descending
a rocky hill, which had to be cleared, we came out on a plain
in order to reach the salines. The latter is the regular road
of from two to three days for the pack train.
May 10-Because the journey was long and because I
waited to see if the couriers of the governor would overtake
me, I left late in the afternoon, and spent the night at the
pool of San Pedro Alcantara.
May ll-At dawn, we continued the march and rested
at San Vidal Springs, which were made to flow, the water
widening them. We left to pass the night in a little cienaga
which is about a quarter of a league away.
May l2-At break of day, I dispatched the infantry,
making two divisions in order to make two investigations;
one through La Victoria and the other through the mountain which we had crossed where EI Telar ends. 57 I arranged 'with them the place of reunion at La Laborcita or
canyon of Los Jucaros. At dawn, I continued my march,
resting at the cienaga which marks the entrance to the
canyon of San Atanasio. I proceeded to spend the night at
the watering place of the said canyon, but finding it burned
over, we continued, and, darkness coming on, we spent the
night at the watering place. At daybreak, the sentinel
announced that the Indians were molesting the horses.
Rounding them up we experienced the misfortune that they
wounded fourteen animals for us, of which only four
escaped because the arrows were poisoned. We were happy
notto have had anything happen to the troops because, as it
was, a soldier from Fronteras had his cartridge box and
serape pierced by a dart. On becoming light two parties
reconnoitered. They noticed various tracks, which disappeared in the most rugged part of the sierra.
57.

See note 55.
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May 13-At daybreak, I continued the march and entered the valley of La Laborcita, the infantry advising me
that it seemed to them that the Indians, since our entrance,
had crossed our tracks and had become excited. As a result, columns of smoke could be discerned from the heights
of the sierra.
May H.-At dawn, I dispatched the infantry and the
Apaches in order that they could reconnoiter the canyon of
Los Jucaros. Following with the rest of the troops we
reached the main body in the valley of San Francisco, about
three in the afternoon, without the occurrence of anything
new."
May 15-The companies passed in review, and the
scouting troop for the following day was named.
May 16-For me there was plenty of confusion. Inasmuch as the columns of smoke continued and as the end of
my campaign was drawing near, I lost hope of making any
capture and lamented my fate. In an effort to better my
fortune, I ordered that Ensign Don Marcial, with one hundred and three men, should continue scouting for a period of
ten days, appointing La Cienaga Salada as the place of reunion. The main body also broke camp so that the Indians
would notice our retirement. Don Marcial left, under cover,
through a canyon and came to spend the night at the site
of Los' J aneros.
May 17-At break of day, I continued the march and
passed the night at La Cienaga of Santa Leogarda.
May 18-At daybreak, I continued the march, but on
account of the bad weather which overtook us, for it began
to snow, we stopped at a cienaga which is in the Sierra de
Los Ayudantes.
May 19-In the same place.
58.
march.

The route followed on the return was about the same as on the forward
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May 20-We proceeded when it cleared up, and came to
pass the night at the Gila River.
May 21-At the said river.
May 22-About ten in the morning, we crossed toward
La Cienaga Salada and halted at the place of the ash trees.'"
While counting the animals here, I was informed that five
mules and one horse were missing from the extra mounts.
I ordered that a leader, with twelve men, should return to
the river. They noticed that the beasts had gone toward
San Marcial and caught up with them at sunset. They were
only able to overtake the horse and two mules, returning to
the main body during the second watch.
May 23-At break of day, the march was continued and
about two in the afternoon, we arrived at La Cienaga
Salada, where I met Ensign Don Marcial, with the fatigue
party. He told me of having been at the Sangre de Christo
River, from which place he retired to investigate the canyons where Esquigoca lives. Passing to the river, which
had been crossed, the infantry attacked a rancheria, where
they killed a warrior and seized another, killed two women
and seized two boys and a girl.
The warrior prisoner informed us that Esquigoca had
penetrated into the interior to Pinal, after having sent out
twelve warriors at the last moon to rob. So I decided to
begin the retreat, making various investigations.
May 24-1 dispatched, at the break of day, two squads
in order that Don Marcial, with the first, could investigate
the Sierra de Las Cabezas and the Chiricahua, and Don
Manuel de Arbizu, with the second, San Marcial, San Simon,
and go through Los Almireses, to see if together they could
find the three animals that had gone astray. With the captives and with the rest of the troops, I continued the march
and passed the night at Jarilla Pass, investigating La
Florida.
59.

Evidently south of Clifton, Arizona, about twenty-five miles.
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May 25-We continued, at daybreak, to examine the
openings of the Sierra de Santa Teresa.'o We spent the
night in Pima Canyon.
May 26-The two ensigns having reunited, Don
Marcial informed me that they had not run across any
tracks and Don Manuel de Arbizu reported to me that they
had followed the animals to the Puerto del Dado."l They assumed that the animals had gone to Fronteras because one
of the mules was from that presidio and had returned in
another campaign from the Gila River.
May 27-1 decided to dispatch the squads to their destinations, reuniting those from Bacoachi and Fronteras as
far as the San Pedro River, giving Don Antonio Narbona
charge of the warrior, four captives, and the five pairs of
ears." I continued with my company and that of Tubac.
We passed the night at Tres Alamos. os
May 28-At dawn, the soldiers from Tubac left us, and
after resting at Agua Verde, we spent the night about four
leagues from the presidio.
May 29-1 left the said place at nine in the morning
and arrived at the presidio."

There has now been explained, with as much clarity as
was possible on my part, the distances, directions, and character of the lands explored during the trip to the pueblo of
Zuni, in the kingdom of New Mexico. For a complete idea,
I shall make a chart with the marches of the beasts of burden and a citation of the leagues, a league being five thou60. Cf. note 49. The Santa Teresa Mountains of the journal must be the
Pinaleiio Range, for they could hardly have been as far north as the modern Santa
Teresa group.

61. The Puerto del Dado was Apache Pass.
62. It was the custom in those daYs, whenever a hostile Indian was killed, to
bring his ears to the governor. or other officer. for a reward. Aurora, ap. cit., 276;
Twitchell, R. E .. The Leading Facts of New Mexican History, I, 452, Cedar Rapids,
, 1911.
63. Tres Alamos is on the San Pedro, a few miles above Benson.
64. Of Tucson.
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sand paces of about five feet each, in which, perhaps, I may
err, they are regulated by a careful estimate of my imagination.
The pass which facilitates the entrance to this road,
although I explain in my journal that we entered it in the
Sierra del Telar, is really the same as the San Francisco
Range, which they have confused since the time of the campaign of Don Pedro de Mata, who named it EI Telar. It is
where it makes an opening through which the river passes
that has its rise in La Victoria. Through this valley it is
possible to make the crossing, but it is necessary to reconnoiter San Vidal Springs, and a long journey for the beasts
of burden is encountered.
The pueblo of Zuni is menaced, to the south, by the
Coyotero Apaches of the Pinal, who are there called Mescaleros, and to the north by the Apaches of the San Francisco and Mogollon Ranges. They have penetrated inland,
pursued by our arms. They are called Gilefios there.
If, for this expedition, I had not had the very clear reports which Lieutenant Colonel Don Manuel de Echeagaray
expresses in his journal, of the reconnaissance which he
made in the year '88 to the Sierra de San Francisco, and if
I had not had the Indian Stoci as a guide, it is true that I
should have made the journey without other information
than that which I got in the past campaign. And surely I
would have penetrated into the Spanish pueblos but at
great labor.
The Indians of the pueblo of Zuni rejoiced to see us
pass by and to hear the news that the pack trains that might
open commerce with this province could make their way to
that pueblo, but it seems to me that the difficulty of their
lacking a guard should be examined so that ~t least the first
journey should not be determined upon without one.
I tried to inform myself from as many sources as they
could show me in order to form an opinion, but the only
informants were the parish priest, who had arrived very
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recently, and the alcalde, an old man, who made very little
progress in giving me an explanation of what I wanted to
know. I may err in these conjectures, but my wishes are
for the success and fulfillment of my commission. While
attending to the performance of my charge, I have searched
for Esquigoca with great hopes of being able to find him.""
In fulfilling my duty, I have stepped on ground entirely unknown to those of our men led by the Apache' Stoci in the
first exploration, and I am ashamed of the very small results
of my campaign.
The officers and troops who have taken part in this
expedition have fulfilled their obligation. Continuing, I am
arranging the chart with which this journal is concluded.
Royal presidio of San Agustin of Tupson, May 29, 1795.
JOSE DE ZUNIGA.
CHART OF THE RETURN MARCH
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15

Leagues
From the pueblo of Zuni to Agua (Ojo) Caliente
4
From here water is found all along the road, and the beasts
of burden can advance to some white hills
7
5
To the salines
From Tardeada to the pool of San Pedro Alcantara
5
To San Vidal Springs
6
To the watering place of San Atanasio
.___________
6
To the valley of La Laborcita
4
To the canyon of Los Jucaros
._____________
5
To the river of San Francisco
5
To the river crossed from the Mogollon
6
To the canyon of Los Janeros
4
To the CilJnaga of Santa Leogarda
5
To a cienaga, which is in the center of the Sierra de los
Ayudantes
4
To the last water at the bottom of the hill
5
To the Gila River
5

65. Echeagaray, in his instructions to Zuniga, dwelt on the desirability of finding
and attacking Quegoca and his rancheria. The Spaniards had come in contact with
him before, it seems, but what had happened does not appear. Echeagaray to
Zuniga, op cit., July 9, 1795.
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17
18
19
20
21
22

To
To
To
To
To
To
To

San Marcial
'-___________ __
the pass of La Florida de Tardeada
the playa
the pool of San Andres
Tres Alamos
Agua '7erde
the presidio of Tupson
Total

65
_

4
4
5
5
4
5
5

-
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Tupson, May 29, 1795.
JOSE DE ZUNIGA.

Copy.

Chihuahua, July 9, 1795.
MANUEL MERINO.

Univ. of So. California,
Los Angeles.

(There is a rubric)

